Husson Stock Index
Friday, March 6th, 2026
	For the week ending March 6th, 2026, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 264.35, a 2.26% decrease from the previous week, reducing the total year-to-date (YTD) gain to 4.80%. The S&P 500 (^GSPC) saw a loss of 2.02% for the week and a YTD loss of 1.73%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) fell 3.01% this week, putting it into the red YTD with a loss of 1.82%.

Summary
	This week, the HSI only saw seven companies in the black, marking the worst week of the year so far. The biggest winner this week was WEX (WEX: NYSE), a fintech online payment company. WEX saw an increase in stock price from $149.19 to $167.07, a gain of 11.98%. WEX had its 2025 Q4 earnings call this week, one that was successful to say the least. WEX beat their earnings expectations for the quarter, showing earnings per share (EPS) of $4.11 (expected $3.90). Additionally, the company beat revenue expectations, boasting more than $670 million in revenue for the quarter. WEX had a mixed bag of segmental revenue for the quarter, losing in mobility, but gaining in corporate payments and benefits. WEX gave similar estimates to investors for Q1 of 2026, with EPS expected to fall between $3.80-4.00. The growth seen by WEX this week might be a bit more boring than PENN in the last two weeks but still saw the growth regardless. Investors have gained confidence in the company following yet another positive quarter. The most important part of these results is that WEX seems to have become a staple of the industry and has been showing real value and revenue for quite a while, making it more desired by long-term investors and not just speculators. The second largest gain seen on the HSI this week was from Valero Energy Corporation (VLO: NYSE), seeing an increase in stock price from $204.64 to $224.63, or 9.77%. 
	The company with the largest loss on the HSI this week was United Parcel Service (UPS: NYSE). UPS saw a decrease in stock price from $115.96 to $102.36, a loss of 11.73%. UPS is coming off a brutal last year, seeing EPS fall from $1.79 to $1.55, citing increasing costs and running tighter margins. Coupling this with the news of strikes in Iran during the last week, we would expect this decrease in price. Oil prices have shot up, which has in turn raised domestic gas prices (from personal experience from $2.70 to $3.50) in the last week. For a company who runs a fleet of nearly 350,000 vehicles in most countries and territories on the planet, you can see how this can begin to be problematic. Seeing a nearly 30% increase in gas prices in just a few days is going to have an extremely detrimental effect on the company. This news follows an explosive six months for a company which is as large and not growth oriented as UPS, who was up 30% before this last week. The news of fuel troubles likely gave investors all of the uncertainty and reason they needed to liquidate and take some recent profits. Overall, it seems like UPS is a victim of systemic risk, having no real control over what governments decide to do in the short-term. Thankfully, UPS has begun to invest in alternative fuel sources to combat issues like this one. UPS uses around 27% of renewable natural gas to run their ground fleet and are still expanding this number while also rolling out a fleet of electric vehicles. So, while UPS may be down this week because of gas concerns, they are making active efforts to move away from an asset which is controlled by just a handful of countries. The second largest loss seen on the HSI this week was from IDEXX Laboratories (IDXX: NASDAQ). IDEXX saw a decrease in price from $656.73 to $608.41, a decrease of 7.36%.
	


Overview
The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being tracked and analyzed by Husson student Henry Fraser under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to impact the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker Symbol & Exchange:
	Stock:
	Maine Affiliation:
	Sector:

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of America Corp
	Presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bankshares
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	Presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-Palmolive Company
	Maine-Based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	Presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	Presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	Presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc.
	Presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	Presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	Presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc.
	Presence
	Information Technologies






