Husson Stock Index
Friday, February 27th, 2026
	For the week ending February 27th, 2026, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 270.47, a 0.16% increase from the previous week and a 7.23% increase year to date. The S&P 500 (^GSPC) fell 0.44% this week and is up 0.30% on the year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) lost 1.31% this week, leaving the year-to-date gain at 1.23%.

Summary
	This week, PENN Entertainment (PENN: NASDAQ) continued their rally from last week, while nearly doubling their gains. Penn saw an increase in stock price from $13.02 to $15.64, a gain of 20.12%. PENN had the largest percentage drop in the index two weeks ago (February 13th) and was able to recover most of the loss last week. With this week’s gains, PENN has now come out ahead of where they were on February 7th, a very impressive turnaround. So, like we asked last week, what happened? This week, PENN resolved a long-time disagreement with investment bank HG-Vora. HG-Vora was seeking to add new board members to the company’s executive panel, and PENN had been pushing back. As part of the resolution, three new board members are being added to the company, paving a path for new executives to bring their ideas to the table. This resolution will allow the company to focus on its future. Also, this week, PENN had an earnings call. Although they saw recent hardships with the loss of the ESPN contract, PENN had an outstanding Q4 of 2025, boasting revenue of $1.4 billion and an EBITDA percentage of 32.3%. Although the company had to change its sportsbook to theScore, they were still able to report a positive EBITDA in the month of December. This news was likely very comforting to investors given the instability within the company in the last month or so. In the February 7th report we brought up two major issues with PENN. First, the company lost its contract with ESPN and had to switch to theScore. Second, the company was going through a corporate restructuring. In just three weeks, they have laid rest both concerns, completing the switch of sportsbooks without significant loss and successfully resolving issues within the corporate structure. The second largest gain seen on the HSI this week was that of the Colgate-Palmolive company (CL: NYSE), seeing an increase in stock price from $95.09 to $99.14, an increase of 4.26%. 
	The company with the largest loss on the HSI this week was Bar Harbor Bankshares (BHB: NYSE). BHB saw a decrease in stock price from $34.74 to $32.26, a loss of 7.14%. The reasoning for the sharp decrease in the price of the stock this week doesn’t seem to be caused by any particular reasons (earnings, bad news, etc.) but is likely caused by a continued negative sentiment regarding regional banks. This negative sentiment comes from concerns about the loans these banks are giving consumers and businesses. BHB is not alone in this position. Camden National and Northeast Bank both fell by more than 4.5% this week. This happens amid many investment firms increasing their stakes in these regional banks, which seems contradictory to the claims for bad loans being given out by regional banks. Unfortunately, this week we cannot be certain why BHB is down, but all regional banks have been affected lately. Fittingly, the second largest loser in the HSI this week was another regional bank, Camden National Corporation (CAC: NASDAQ), seeing a decrease in stock price from 49.19$ to 46.16$, a decrease of 6.16%. 
	
	


Overview
The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being tracked and analyzed by Husson student Henry Fraser under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to impact the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.


































References
MarketBeat. (2026, February 24). Bar Harbor Bankshares (NYSE: BHB) shares down 5.1% — time to sell? Retrieved February 28, 2026, from https://www.marketbeat.com/instant-alerts/bar-harbor-bankshares-nysebhb-shares-down-51-time-to-sell-2026-02-24/
Simply Wall St. (2026, February 28). PENN Entertainment resets board as ESPN exit refocuses digital strategy. Retrieved February 28, 2026, from https://simplywall.st/stocks/us/consumer-services/nasdaq-penn/penn-entertainment/news/penn-entertainment-resets-board-as-espn-exit-refocuses-digit
Tripathy, A. (2026, February 23). PENN settles with activist investor HG Vora, appoints three new directors. Reuters. Retrieved February 28, 2026, from https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/penn-settles-with-activist-investor-hg-vora-appoints-three-new-directors-2026-02-23/
Yahoo Finance. (2026, February). PENN Entertainment Inc (PENN) Q4 2025 earnings call and results. Retrieved February 28, 2026, from https://finance.yahoo.com/news/penn-entertainment-inc-penn-q4-211418772.html




Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker Symbol & Exchange:
	Stock:
	Maine Affiliation:
	Sector:

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of America Corp
	Presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bankshares
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	Presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-Palmolive Company
	Maine-Based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	Presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	Presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	Presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc.
	Presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	Presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	Presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc.
	Presence
	Information Technologies






