Husson Stock Index
Friday, February 20th, 2026

For the week ending February 20th, 2026, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 270.04, reflecting a 0.46% decrease from the previous week and a 7.06% increase year to date. The S&P 500 (^GSPC) gained 1.07% over the week and 0.74% from the beginning of the year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) rose 0.25% for the week and has increased 2.57% year to date.

Summary
	This week, the company with the greatest percentage increase in stock price on the HSI was PENN Entertainment (PENN: NASDAQ). PENN saw an increase in stock price from $11.76 to $13.02, a gain of 10.71%. PENN had the biggest loss of any company last week following the loss of their contract with ESPN and sudden restructuring, which showed weakness to investors. But now PENN is back up. What has changed? Likely not much. It has been a consensus that PENN is going to beat their earnings on February 26th, which has been reflected in the stock price already. The only real news is that analysts have recently changed their projections for earnings, showing a more favorable result than before, likely contributing to the drastic price increase this week. It is also likely that the increase in price this week is due to a rebound effect on stock prices. Short-term rebound effects like this are unpredictable and are never guaranteed following a sell-off but can happen. A likely contributor to this rebound effect was the fact that most analysts have PENN as an undervalued stock, with the average 12-month forecast at $19.67. Investors may have seen these projections and saw the sharp decline last week as an opportunity to get in on a potentially high upside at a low price. The idea of the PENN increases this week being caused by a rebound is somewhat speculative and should be considered secondhand to the update to their projected earnings. It is much more likely that the earnings update had a larger impact. The second largest growth seen on the HSI this week was UNUM Group (NYSE: UNM). Unum saw an increase in price from $71.64 to $73.65, showing a gain of 2.81%.
	The company reflecting the largest loss on the HSI this week was Walmart Inc. (WMT: NYSE). Walmart saw a decrease in stock price from $133.89 to $122.99, an 8.14% loss. Walmart beat earnings by $2.3 billion this quarter, a quarterly revenue increase of nearly 5.8%. The online sales of the giant also grew by 27%, signaling growth for the company overall. They also announced expansion of AI use on their website and in facilities, which would tailor algorithms and streamline in-store operation. The company had an overall positive earnings call, so why did it fall? Likely because of uncertainty with the new CEO, John Furner, who took over the company on February 1st. This is not to say that Furner has done a lackluster job in the mere twenty days he has been the head of the company but is likely reflecting investors’ uncertainty with a change in leadership. Couple this with the fact that Wall Street likely wanted to see a larger growth considering the P/E ratio of nearly 45 and the stock having risen 167% in the last five years, it is hard to believe that a company of its size can continue to grow at the same rate. Walmart’s growth rate has slowed down to 6%, which makes it no longer attractive enough to invest in given its overvaluation and high P/E ratio. Put simply, investors are likely uncertain due to a recent change in leadership as well as a decrease in growth within the company coupled with low earnings and even lower dividends. The second largest loss seen on the HSI this week was Charter Communications (CHTR: NASDAQ). Charter saw a price decrease from $239.09 to $230.16, a decrease of 3.73%. 


Overview
The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being tracked and analyzed by Husson student Henry Fraser under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to impact the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker Symbol & Exchange:
	Stock:
	Maine Affiliation:
	Sector:

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of America Corp
	Presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bankshares
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	Presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-Palmolive Company
	Maine-Based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	Presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	Presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	Presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc.
	Presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	Presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	Presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc.
	Presence
	Information Technologies






