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Week ended Friday, October 17th, 2025
 
For the week ending October 17th, 2025, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 248.91, reflecting a 1.82% increase from last week and a 7.62% increase year to date. The S&P 500 increased 1.70% over the week and is up 13.30% year to date. Similarly, the Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) rose 1.56% for the week, with a year-to-date growth of 8.57%.

Summary

This week, the Husson Stock Index was a mixed bag in the overall market. Investors seemed to offset enthusiasm in consumer and financial stocks with reservations about smaller growth firms and communications companies. Large retail earnings and a brighter economic outlook lifted some blue-chip names, while declines in biotechnology and broadband stocks took others down. In general, the market's direction was that investors remained heavily attentive to third-quarter earnings reports and economic data to see how strong consumer spending and business spending would be in the home stretch of 2025.

The HSI’s strongest performer on the week was Walmart Inc. (WMT), which rose 5.78%. Retailing giant Walmart remains resilient in the current volatile economy with stable demand in consumer staples and food that supports its operations. Walmart's expanding e-commerce functions and investments in automation and artificial intelligence have also strengthened its market share and helped it hold down costs and improve customer experience. According to Investopedia, “The retailer said the collaboration will allow shoppers to discover and buy items via instant checkout directly through the AI platform, adding that it also plans to enable conversational interactions with ChatGPT in the search bar on its websites” (Smith, 2025) Walmart also reported that it was building up its delivery capabilities to take on Amazon and Target in the fourth quarter. Walmart's scale, innovation, and stable revenue streams have made it stand out this week among performers, and it's a great sign of investor sentiment before earnings season.

This week's second-highest performer was Bank of America Corporation (BAC), which rose 5.41%. The main reason for the large jump this week is from their earnings report that was released on Wednesday. According to Yahoo Finance, “The bank announced earnings per share of $1.06, comfortably beating analysts' estimates of $0.95… Revenue for the quarter grew 10.8% year-over-year to $28.09 billion, also ahead of the consensus forecast of $27.58 billion. A key driver of the positive results was a 9.1% rise in net interest income—the profit a bank makes from its lending activities. Furthermore, the bank demonstrated strong cost control, with its efficiency ratio improving to 61.7%, a better result than analysts had anticipated.” (Lee, 2025) Analysts think that the bank's consistent performance in both consumer and investment sectors reveals a strong resilience in a volatile market, which in turn helps tremendously with investor confidence in the second-largest bank in America.



On the other hand, the worst performer was ImmuCell Corporation (ICCC), down 10.88% in the last week after two previous weeks of sharp gains. The decline might be a result of short-term profit-taking in the wake of the previous announcement of Olivier te Boekhorst to become the company's next President and CEO. Although the change in leadership is considered a net positive in the long run, investors have historically responded cautiously to times of transition, especially after steep share price increases. ImmuCell was not making headlines this week, so it is safe to infer that there is not much to worry about for ICCC investors. ImmuCell remains dedicated to growing production and enhancing product quality in the biotechnology space of animal health, and its investors will keenly watch the company once the transition of the CEO begins in November.

Last but not least, Charter Communications Inc. (CHTR) was the second worst performer and dropped 2.44%. While Charter has had consistent revenue growth, it still faces decreasing broadband and video subscribers, lawsuits, and regulations. Charter's new investments, like the Spectrum App Store and more Apple and Comcast deals, are an indication of trying to transform in the fast-changing communications landscape. According to Investing.com, “Over the past year, Charter Communications has experienced a notable decline, with its stock price falling by 22.6%. This drop highlights ongoing challenges faced by the company in a competitive market environment. Despite the decline, management has been actively buying back shares, and analysts maintain price targets ranging from $223 to $500. The 52-week low serves as a stark contrast to any recent highs, underscoring the volatility and pressures within the industry.” Nonetheless, investors are still cautious, with persistent uncertainty in such a competitive market. 

In short, this week's performance on the Husson Stock Index underscores the value of diversification and the unique drivers of each sector. Big-cap names like Bank of America and Walmart enjoyed good fundamentals and investor enthusiasm, while small caps like Charter and ImmuCell struggled with sector issues. With third-quarter profit earnings continuing to flow in, investors will get a clearer sense of which sectors will grow into year-end.



Overview

The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in
consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being
tracked and analyzed by Husson students Ray Intwari and Hugh Jack under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to affect the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker symbol: Exchange
	Stock 
	Maine Affiliation
	Sector

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of american corp
	presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bank
	Maine-based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-palmolive Company
	Maine-based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation 
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc. 
	presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc. 
	presence
	Information Technologies




