Husson Stock Index
 
Week ended Friday, October 10th, 2025
 
For the week ending October 10th, 2025, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 244.47, reflecting a 3.45% decline from the previous week and a 5.70% increase year to date. The S&P 500 fell 2.43% over the week, though it remains up 11.41% year to date. Similarly, the Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) dropped 2.73% for the week, with a year-to-date growth of 6.90%.


Summary

For the second week in a row, ImmuCell Corporation (ICCC) was the top performer, gaining 7.77% over the past week. The Maine-based animal health biotechnology company was founded in Portland, Maine, in 1982 and as mentioned in last week’s report, the company announced Olivier te Boekhorst as its next President and CEO, with a planned start date of November 1. With his impressive background, Mr. te Boekhorst brings not only technical and operational expertise in livestock and dairy diagnostics but also experience in growing businesses, leading mergers and acquisitions, managing regulatory and product development processes, and aligning new products with market demand. Before this announcement, Michael F. Brigham guided ImmuCell through a period of stabilization and recovery, fixing production and quality issues and expanding manufacturing to meet rising product demand. After the transition, Mr. Brigham will serve as Special Advisor to the CEO for at least two months to ensure a smooth handoff. Investors have responded positively to the leadership change, reflecting confidence in the company’s future.
 
The second biggest stock increase this week goes to Hilton Worldwide Holdings Inc., which rose 0.43% over the previous week. As we move into the fourth quarter, Hilton (HLT) continues to show strong performance and remains one of the leading companies in the global hotel and hospitality industry. The company operates a wide range of hotel brands that serve different market segments from budget-friendly and midscale options to upscale and luxury properties. Hilton focuses on an asset-light business model, meaning it earns money mainly through franchising and management fees rather than owning most of its hotels. Financially, Hilton has continued to grow, benefiting from the recovery in global travel since the pandemic. This positive momentum carried through the first half of 2025. In the first quarter, Hilton reported solid earnings, and in the second quarter, it added thousands of new hotel rooms while expanding its presence around the world. However, the company did face a small challenge as RevPAR (revenue per available room) fell by 0.5% compared to the same quarter last year; the first decline in several quarters. This could suggest a slight slowdown in travel demand or price pressure in certain regions. Hilton is set to release its third-quarter results on October 22, which investors will be watching closely to see if its growth trend continues.
  
The worst performer in the index this week was Penn Entertainment (PENN), which dropped 14.53% compared to last week. So far in 2025, the company has experienced both successes and challenges. In the second quarter, overall profits declined, but its digital business showed strong improvement. Revenue from Penn’s online gaming and sports betting segment increased compared to last year, and losses in that area became smaller. This is a positive sign because the company is working to make its online division profitable. Meanwhile, Penn’s casinos and racetracks remained stable, with a slight increase in revenue from last year. This combination of steady in-person operations and stronger online performance suggests that Penn’s long-term strategy is beginning to work. The company still faces some difficulties. Profit margins remain negative, and Penn carries a large amount of debt, which limits financial flexibility. Some shareholders are concerned about how much the company is spending and how soon its digital investments will start generating consistent profits. 
 
             Charter Communications Inc. (CHTR) was the second worst performer in the index this week, with its stock down about 7.33% from last week, closing at $259.49 from $280.01. Despite the drop, the company has still seen some revenue growth. In the second quarter of 2025, revenue and adjusted EBITDA both increased slightly compared to last year. However, Charter lost some internet and video subscribers, and its free cash flow was lower than the previous year, showing challenges in its main business. Charter has been working on strategies to improve its business. It launched the Spectrum App Store, making it easier for customers to manage streaming services. The company also partnered with Apple to stream select NBA games on the Apple Vision Pro headset and expanded Spectrum News to Comcast Xfinity TV customers in several areas. In addition, Charter announced a planned merger with Cox Communications to combine resources and better compete in broadband and mobile services.
Even with these efforts, Charter still faces problems. It deals with strong competition, declining subscribers, and a securities fraud lawsuit linked to its financial reports. These challenges have caused recent stock fluctuations.




Overview

The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in
consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being
tracked and analyzed by Husson students Ray Intwari and Hugh Jack under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to affect the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker symbol: Exchange
	Stock 
	Maine Affiliation
	Sector

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of american corp
	presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bank
	Maine-based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-palmolive Company
	Maine-based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation 
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc. 
	presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc. 
	presence
	Information Technologies




