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	For the week ended June 6th, 2025, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 3,912.52. This is an increase from the previous week of .52%. This is also a 5.24% increase from the end of the previous year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed at 42,762.87. This is an increase of 1.17% from the end of the previous week and an increase of .51% from the end of the previous year. The S&P 500 ended the week at 6000.36, increasing 1.5% for the week and 2.02% year to date. 

Summary
	The top-performing stock in the HSI this week was PENN Entertainment, Inc, which had an increase in share price of 5.12% over the previous week. This increase was driven by a combination of strategic investments, analyst upgrades, and its expanding digital presence. One significant factor contributing to this growth was the company's $200 million investment in transitioning its Ameristar Casino Hotel Council Bluffs riverboat into a land-based facility, now called Hollywood Casino Council Bluffs. This move is expected to enhance operational efficiency and strengthen PENN's competitive positioning in the Omaha market, ultimately driving long-term revenue growth. Additionally, JPMorgan upgraded PENN’s stock rating from "neutral" to "overweight," citing its strong investment strategy and anticipated double-digit cash-on-cash returns starting in the second half of 2025 and into 2026. The price target increase from $19 to $27 has bolstered investor confidence in the company's trajectory. Another crucial driver of PENN’s success is its omni-channel strategy, which integrates both retail and online gaming to engage a broader audience, particularly younger demographics. By expanding its digital presence, PENN has positioned itself for sustained growth in the evolving gaming industry. These three factors—strategic land-based expansion, a positive stock upgrade, and a strengthened digital footprint—have contributed to the company's share price increase and overall market optimism.
The second top-performing stock in the HSI was WEX Inc., which had an increase of 4.25% over the last week, largely driven by strong analyst ratings and positive investor sentiment. The company has been expanding its corporate payments and fleet solutions, which continue to show resilience in the financial transaction services sector. Analysts have maintained a "Buy" rating, with price targets ranging from $135 to $255, indicating confidence in WEX’s ability to sustain growth. Additionally, WEX’s participation in major fintech conferences has reinforced its position as a leader in embedded payments and spend management solutions. Investors are optimistic about its revenue forecast, which projects a 5.13% increase next year. 

	The worst-performing stock in the HSI was the Colgate-Palmolive Company, which had a decrease in share price of 2.91%. This decrease was primarily due to currency headwinds and weaker-than-expected revenue growth. Despite this decline, the company maintained strong market share in oral care products, with 41.4% of the global toothpaste market and 32.2% of the manual toothbrush market. Additionally, Colgate-Palmolive’s gross margin expanded by 70 basis points to 60.3%, demonstrating operational efficiency. While revenue growth slowed due to the impact of foreign exchange rates, the company’s organic sales increased by 4.3%, reflecting steady demand. Investors remain optimistic about Colgate-Palmolive’s ability to navigate economic challenges, as its base business earnings per share rose from $0.87 to $0.91, exceeding expectations. These factors indicate that while short-term stock performance was affected, the company continues to perform well operationally and maintain its leadership in the consumer goods sector.

The second worst-performing stock in the HSI was McDonald’s Corporation, which was down 2.07%, largely due to concerns over consumer affordability and pricing strategies. During its latest earnings call, CEO Chris Kempczinski addressed growing complaints about higher menu prices, which have led to a drop in transactions among lower-income customers. While McDonald’s reported 4.3% growth in U.S. same-store sales, global performance was impacted by economic uncertainty and geopolitical tensions. Additionally, analysts have pointed to competition from fast-casual dining options and shifting consumer preferences as factors affecting McDonald’s stock performance. Despite the short-term decline, the company remains confident in its resilience and affordability initiatives, including its $1, $2, $3 menu platform, which aims to re-engage budget-conscious consumers. Investors are watching closely to see how McDonald’s adapts its pricing strategy to maintain customer loyalty and drive future growth.


Overview
               The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in
consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being
tracked and analyzed by Husson student Donovan Landry under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 25 companies that are considered to affect the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)

	Ticker symbol: Exchange
	Stock 
	Maine Affiliation
	Sector

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of american corp
	presence
	Fincancials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bank
	Maine-based
	Fincancials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-based
	Fincancials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Comminucaion, Inc.
	presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-palmolive Company
	Maine-based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Fincancials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	presence
	Fincancials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation 
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-based
	Health Care 

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-based
	Fincancials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Discretionaries 

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	presence
	Fincancials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc. 
	presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	presence
	Fincancials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc. 
	presence
	Information Technologies

	WBA: NASDAQ
	Walgreens Boots Alliance, Inc.
	presence
	Consumer Staples




