Husson Stock Index
Friday, October 2nd, 2026
	For the week ending October 2, 2026, the Husson Stock Index (HSI) closed at 244.62, a decrease of 1.15% from last week, which was 247.46. The HSI is now 3.02% in the red year-to-date. The S&P 500 (GSPC) saw a slight decrease of 0.27% this week leading to a YTD increase of 12.60%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) decreased 1.26% this week, reducing its year-to-date gain to 5.78%.

Summary
	The largest gain on the HSI this week was from Valero Energy Corporation (VLO: NYSE). Valero increased from $387.18 to $406.30, or 4.94%. Valero has been one of the market's standout performers in 2026, hitting fresh highs this fall on the back of historically strong refining margins and a return on equity above 29%, having beaten earnings estimates for three consecutive quarters. The stock is now tracking toward its best annual performance since 1982, and its market capitalization has climbed past $112 billion. With refiners continuing to benefit from wide margins heading into third-quarter results, some analysts see room for the stock to run as high as $450, which may have helped keep buyers interested this week. The second largest gain on the HSI this week was from Hilton Worldwide Holdings (HLT: NYSE). Hilton saw an increase in price from $313.96 to $319.36, a percentage increase of 1.72%.

The largest loss on the HSI this week was from PENN Entertainment, Inc. (PENN: NASDAQ). PENN's share price dropped from $15.65 to $14.77, a percentage change of 5.62%. The decline doesn't track with the company's recent news flow: in September, PENN broke ground on a new land-based Hollywood Casino Hotel in Council Bluffs, Iowa, part of a broader push to modernize its brick-and-mortar portfolio by consolidating gaming, hotel, and dining into single, higher-margin properties. The new resort will replace the property's riverboat-style casino and is scheduled to open in 2028. Because a project like this pays off over several years, investors focused on the short term may be weighing the upfront spending more heavily than the long-term benefit, even as analysts project PENN's revenue reaching $8.3 billion by 2029. The second largest loss on the HSI this week was from Bank of America Corporation (BAC: NYSE). Bank of America saw a decrease in price from $56.70 to $53.75, a percentage decrease of 5.20%.









Overview
The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being tracked and analyzed by Husson student Cooper Grondin under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to impact the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker Symbol & Exchange:
	Stock:
	Maine Affiliation:
	Sector:

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of America Corp
	Presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bankshares
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	Presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-Palmolive Company
	Maine-Based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	Presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	Presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	Presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc.
	Presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	Presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	Presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc.
	Presence
	Information Technologies









