Husson Stock Index
Friday, September 25th, 2026
	For the week ending September 25, 2026, the Husson Stock index (HSI) closed at 247.46, a decrease of 2.76% from last week, which was 254.48. The HSI has now turned to 1.89% in the red year-to-date. The S&P 500 (GSPC) saw an increase of 1.21% this week and a YTD increase of 12.90%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) saw an increase of 0.28% this week, therefore its year-to-date gain is now 7.12%.

Summary
	The largest gain on the HSI this week was from Hilton Worldwide Holdings (HLT: NYSE). HLT increased from $305.73 to $313.96, a percentage increase of 2.69%. The second largest gain on the HSI this week was from IDEXX Laboratories (IDXX: NASDAQ). IDXX increased from $511.65 to $519.26, or 1.49%, rising in a week when the index as a whole fell 2.76%. IDEXX, which is headquartered in Westbrook, Maine, has had a difficult year for its stock, falling from $669.99 at the start of 2026 to a 52-week low of $504.70 on September 11th. That decline has come even as the business itself has continued to perform. In its second quarter 2026 results, IDEXX reported revenue growth of about 10% and earnings per share growth of 18%, and it raised its full-year outlook. The gap between the company's results and its falling share price may have drawn in investors who saw the stock as undervalued relative to its growth, and analyst price targets remain well above where the stock currently trades. This week's gain could reflect some of those buyers stepping in after the stock touched its low for the year.
	The HSI had its toughest week since mid-May, with 20 out of 24 stocks in the index slipping this week with the largest loss on the HIS coming from Charter Communications (CHTR: NASDAQ). Charter's share price dropped from $128.17 to $112.91, a percentage decrease of 11.91%. This continues a difficult stretch for the company, which has now lost 46.05% of its value since the start of the year. Charter completed its $34.5 billion acquisition of Cox Communications in late August, and investors appear to be weighing the added debt and the challenge of moving Cox customers onto the Spectrum brand. On September 14th, Wolfe Research downgraded Charter to Underperform with a $118 price target, citing integration risk and ongoing broadband competition, and the company lost 172,000 internet customers in the second quarter. The Federal Reserve's rate increase may add to these concerns, since a heavily indebted company like Charter faces higher interest costs as its debt is refinanced. The second largest loss on the HSI this week was from WEX Inc. (WEX: NYSE). WEX saw a decrease in price from $193.57 to $178.28, a percentage decrease of 7.90%.






Overview
The HSI was developed by Marie Kenney, while a student at Husson University, in consultation with Associate Professor J. Douglas Wellington. The index is currently being tracked and analyzed by Husson student Cooper Grondin under the supervision of the Associate Professor of Finance, Dr. Jia Liu. The HSI currently tracks and analyzes the stocks of 24 companies that are considered to impact the Maine economy. These companies are either based in Maine or have an influence on the Maine economy through employment or consumer spending. This price-weighted index offers a numerical breakdown of Maine’s economy. The analysis investigates the events of the week and finds the likely reasons the index went up or down. This index and analysis help provide a better understanding of Maine’s economy as well as explain significant changes in stock prices of the companies that comprise the HSI.
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Composition of Husson Stock Index (HSI)
	Ticker Symbol & Exchange:
	Stock:
	Maine Affiliation:
	Sector:

	BAC: NYSE
	Bank of America Corp
	Presence
	Financials

	BHB: NYSE
	Bar Harbor Bankshares
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CAC: NASDAQ
	Camden National Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	CHRT: NASDAQ
	Charter Communications, Inc.
	Presence
	Communication Services

	CL: NYSE
	Colgate-Palmolive Company
	Maine-Based
	Consumer Staples

	DRI: NYSE
	Darden Restaurants, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	FNLC: NASDAQ
	The First Bancorp, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	GD: NYSE
	General Dynamics Corporation
	Presence
	Financials

	HLT: NYSE
	Hilton Worldwide Holding, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	HD: NYSE
	The Home Depot, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	ICC: NASDAQ
	ImmuCell Corporation
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	IDXX: NASDAQ
	IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
	Maine-Based
	Health Care

	LOW: NYSE
	Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	MCD: NYSE
	McDonalds Corporation
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	NBN: NASDAQ
	Northeast Bank
	Maine-Based
	Financials

	PENN: NASDAQ
	Penn National Gaming, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Discretionary

	RTX: NYSE
	Raytheon Technologies Corporation
	Presence
	Industrials

	TD: NYSE
	The Toronto-Dominion Bank
	Presence
	Financials

	TMUS: NASDAQ
	T-Mobile US, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	UPS: NYSE
	United Parcel Service, Inc.
	Presence
	Industrials

	UNM: NYSE
	UNUM Group
	Presence
	Financials

	VLO: NYSE
	Valero Energy Corporation
	Presence
	Energy

	WMT: NYSE
	Walmart, Inc.
	Presence
	Consumer Services

	WEX: NYSE
	WEX, Inc.
	Presence
	Information Technologies








